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I am a U.S, Coasz: Ouwd licensed and/or certified Merchant bhriner. Regmdlcss of 
whether a deciisi~n maker supportg the importation of liqucfiad natural gag GNG) ta ths 
United States, it is crucial to undarmmd that in the event LNQ is fmportcd, then for safety 
and security concerns, the oficcm and crcw aboard the ships delivering LNG must be 
U,S. Merchant Mssiners. 

A main point o f  apposition to siting LNG twmids  is public c o m m  with the safety and 
sec&ty iasues smuuding LNICX vessels delivering LNQ t~ the United States. LNO 
carriers arc highly specialized ships &at h n a p o ~  LN# f h m  furc ip  countries to thc 
United States. In pmic~~lar, LNG Will bc importtad to  tbe United Sates fmm foreign 
nations such as Libya, Nigmia and Middle Enst natians snch as Oman, Qatar and United 
Arab Emirates. Tfresa nations arc sometimes politically unstable w ate unable t o  
efferctively pmtect the national security interest of the United States. 

Preliminady, nearly 97% of all shipbwd rargu entcring thc Unjkd States i s  carried oa 
vessels that are not operatcd urlder United States Flag ~urgiishy. Furtlicr, 3 00% of all 
vcsseX~ cuxrcntly dcliveriag LMG to the Untied Stabs are mt U.S.-fla,g$ed, 'This meas 
the vesscls are staffed by workers (mariners) that are not U.S. citizens or citizens hwfully 
admittd for permanent residcnce. This crates a security t h r ~ ~ t  because thorough 
background checks cannot be completed on non-U.S. citizan mariners. The best way to 
pratcct: the public $?om the dangers of watarbornc: entrance Of LNO i s  by requiring that 
the vessels be o p t e d  undor U.$,-Flag registry. Short ofthat would be a requirement 
forU.S. Officers and crews ontheLNGTankers, 

Indeed, all United States Marchant Mariners mist  Url.d6x$O e x t m i v e  and thorough 
background checks. U.S. Merchant Muinen arc regulated by several agencies including 
the U.S.. Coast Guard, Trar~spartoztian Security Administration and the Department of 
Xrm~potfati~t~ AmKicm mm'rte3.s must undcrgo extensive backgrowti checks by the 
Fedcrd Bmau of hvcstigation (FBI) in order to work on ocean g&g vessels. The 
foreign citizeas who staff the LNG tankers delivering cargo to the citizens afthe United 
States do not- Additiomdly, in ordsr to sail aboard ocean going vcssels, US. Mexchmt 
Mariners are required to provide cxtan~iv~ background information to the United Statcs 
Coast Cmard-the US. agwcy reqwnsible for issuing licenses and credentials to U.S. 
citizens who wmk in shipbaard crnployment The foreign citizens who staff the LNcf 
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In order W best s m e  and pmtcct the American public, LNO ships entering United Sates 
need to be e d  by f U y  licensed and certified by the US. CoaBt Guard Merchant 
MarinorS, Only With the utilization ofU.S. m a r k s  staffing LNG vessafs can the United 
States govamment best ensure tfie utmost dedication to the safe and smwe delivaty of 
natural p s  to out coastal communities, With. Ruantly English speaking a d  thoroughly 
ve&d W.S. Merchant Mariners o n b o d  LNG vessels, they wouId be in charge of vessels 
at the poiat of origin where &,e LNG i s  lmdad onto to vessels. Therefm, U.S. Merchant 
Marinas would bt: in charge of who comes aboard the vesseIsi overseas. And, finally 
they have an absdute; interest; in protecting the security afthe LNO in order to make 
absolutely sure that nothing goes m n g  because these U.S. msiners and cam dcqly far 
their country. The time is now to implemmt this U.3, Merchant Marker policy befoe 
any more terminals are p i t r e d  in the United BtaIts. 

In the end. regardless of whether o m  supf~rts or opposes the hpaflat+ion of LNO to their 
community, one thing is cettah=- if LNO is delivered by waterbomc tmnspmtatian t o  the 
United S t ~ k s ,  the ves$eis carrying the cargo musf be staffed by qualified and thoroughly 

elrican people deserve nothing less. 
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